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The lowa Advisory Council on Automated Transportation is intended to increase roadway safety,
personal mobility, and freight movement within the state of lowa by advancing highly automated
vehicle technologies. The Council provides guidance, recommendations, and strategic oversight
of automated transportation activities in the state. The structure of the ATC Press Clippings is
done to align with the subcommittees and working groups that exist for the Council while aiming
to keep the Council and other interested parties informed.

Articles and upcoming events
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Infrastructure Readiness

T2X: the smart bridge to a V2X future — ITS International

T2X offers a practical, interim solution for agencies to advance toward connected
mobility without waiting for full V2X readiness. It leverages existing toll transponders to
deliver immediate benefits while ensuring compatibility with future technologies.

Indra completes US V2X highway testing — ITS International

Indra has successfully completed testing of its C-V2X (Cellular Vehicle-to-Everything)
tolling solution on North Carolina’s 1-485 Express Lanes, making it the first highway in
the US to integrate C-V2X technology into roadside tolling systems.

Autolane is building ‘air traffic control’ for autonomous vehicles — TechCrunch

Autolane, a Palo Alto-based startup, is developing an “air traffic control” system for AVs,
aiming to solve the logistical challenges of robotaxi deployments by coordinating precise
pickup and drop-off points. The company has raised $7.4 million in funding to accelerate
this vision.
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Japan taps Tier |V for project to accelerate autonomous driving adoption in public
sector — ADAS & Autonomous Vehicle International

Japan is leveraging Tier I\V’s open-source autonomous driving technology to embed
driverless mobility into public sector services, starting with a shuttle in Tokyo. This
project is a strategic step toward nationwide adoption, tackling demographic and
infrastructure challenges while demonstrating practical use cases for AVs.

Horiba Mira and Tier IV partner to advance autonomous driving in Europe — ADAS &
Autonomous Vehicle International

HORIBA MIRA and Tier IV are building a European testbed for autonomous mobility,
starting with a Level 4 bus project. This collaboration blends open-source software
innovation with world-class testing infrastructure.

Policy & Legislation

New State Laws for Driverless Cars Coming in 2026 — Alberta Lea Tribune

Starting in 2026, multiple U.S. states will roll out new laws to regulate driverless cars,
focusing on liability, enforcement, permits, and integration with traditional traffic. These
updates align with federal safety standards and prepare for the broader commercial
launch of AVs.

New leqislation threatens to hit the brakes on bringing driverless cars to N.J. — NJ.com
New Jersey’s proposed legislation highlights the tension between innovation and
regulation. Disability advocates see the delay as a safeguard for accessibility, while
industry leaders fear it will stall progress and competitiveness in autonomous mobility.

Montana lawmakers take a closer look at autonomous vehicles — Daily Montanan
Montana lawmakers are examining how AVs could fit into the state’s unique
transportation environment after passing Senate Bill 67, which legalized their use and
gave regulatory authority to the Departments of Transportation and Justice.

UK launches consultation on automated vehicle regulatory framework — Traffic
Technology Today

The UK government is holding a consultation on self-driving car rules, open until March
5, 2026, to gather input on how automated vehicles will be approved and monitored. It
builds on the Automated Vehicles Act 2024 and will guide future laws and policies.

Congress is rethinking car safety rules, starting with automatic emergency

braking — TechSpot

Congress is reassessing long-standing U.S. vehicle safety regulations, starting with
automatic emergency braking mandates. Lawmakers are debating whether federally
required technologies are driving up costs and considering a shift toward advanced
driver-assistance and autonomous systems rather than rigid hardware requirements.
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DMV Now Hammering Out Rules for Self-Driving Trucks to Come to California — SFist
California’s DMV is drafting new rules for self-driving trucks, a major step toward
allowing autonomous freight vehicles on the state’s highways. The process follows
years of debate between labor unions, safety advocates, and tech companies about the
risks and benefits of driverless trucking.

New coalition looks to advance federal AV policy framework — Commercial Carrier
Journal

Twenty-eight organizations launched United for Autonomy, a coalition pushing for a
unified federal AV policy to ensure safe rollout and strengthen America’s global
leadership in autonomous technology.

Maryland traffic safety advocates react to Waymo's self-driving taxis — CBS News
Maryland safety advocates see Waymo’s Baltimore rollout as both an opportunity and a
risk—potentially improving road safety and mobility, but only if regulators and
companies ensure robust safeguards and transparency.

Economic Development

Uber and Avride launch robotaxi service in Dallas — TechCrunch

Uber and AVRide have officially launched a robotaxi service in Dallas, marking a major
expansion of autonomous ride-hailing in the U.S. The partnership combines Uber’s
massive customer base with AVRide’s AV technology to bring driverless rides to one of
Texas’s largest cities.

Tensor Wants to Sell You a Private, Waymo-Style Self-Driving Car — MotorTrend
The Tensor Robocar represents one of the first attempts to sell a fully AV directly to
private consumers, blending advanced Al, robust sensor suites, and strong privacy
protections. If successful, it could rival Tesla’s robotaxi ambitions and Waymo’s fleet
model by offering ownership-based autonomy rather than shared services.

Tesla CEO Musk says Austin robotaxi fleet to double next month — Reuters

Tesla’s plan to double its Austin robotaxi fleet highlights the company’s push to
accelerate autonomous ride-hailing adoption. If successful, this move could strengthen
Tesla’s position in the competitive robotaxi market and validate its FSD technology at
scale.

Nvidia releases open-source software for self-driving car development — Reuters
Nvidia’s open-source release marks a turning point in AV development, lowering barriers
to entry and encouraging collaboration. It strengthens Nvidia’s role as a core enabler of
AV innovation, while potentially accelerating the pace of safe, scalable self-driving
technology worldwide.

Aurora seeks to tackle more types of weather, expand network — Trucking Dive
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Aurora is positioning itself as a leader in autonomous freight across the southern U.S.,
with a focus on weather resilience and customer integration. Its upcoming validation in
rain and heavy winds, combined with new Sun Belt routes, signals readiness for
broader deployment in 2026.

A self-driving car company recently rolled through Omaha. Could more follow? — KOLN

A self-driving car company, Nuro, recently brought its autonomous vehicle to Omaha as
part of a nationwide tour, sparking discussions about whether more AV companies could
follow given Nebraska'’s permissive laws.

Public Safety & Enforcement

Waymo will recall software after its self-driving cars passed stopped school

buses — CBS News

Waymo has issued a recall of its AVs after incidents involving school buses, drawing
heightened scrutiny from regulators and the public. The move underscores the
challenges of ensuring AVs can safely interact with vulnerable road users like children.

Waymo driverless taxi takes passenger into apparent police standoff - ABC News

A Waymo driverless taxi briefly drove a passenger into the middle of a police standoff in
downtown Los Angeles, raising fresh concerns about autonomous vehicles navigating
unpredictable urban events.

Texas' fastest highway now has driverless trucks zooming through — My San Antonio
Driverless trucks are now operating along State Highway 130 near Austin, Texas, as
part of ongoing autonomous freight trials. The corridor is being used as a testing and
deployment route for companies developing self-driving trucking technology, reflecting
Texas’s growing role as a hub for autonomous logistics.

Can a robot get a ticket? Misbehaving robotaxis vex officials — USA Today

Waymo's robotaxis highlight a legal gray area in traffic enforcement. As autonomous
vehicles scale, lawmakers must decide whether to adapt existing laws or create new
ones, ensuring accountability without stifling innovation.

Amid growing debates over driverless cars, Rice experts offer insights on vehicle
safety — Rice University

Rice University experts believe driverless cars could reduce accidents and transform
mobility, but only if challenges in cybersecurity, liability, and public trust are addressed.
The debate is less about whether AVs will arrive, and more about how safely and
responsibly they will be integrated into society.

Research, Development, Testing & Evaluation

Here’s how Waabi teaches self-driving trucks to navigate safely — Fast Company
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Fast Company profiled Raquel Urtasun, founder and CEO of Waabi, highlighting the
company’s bold approach to developing autonomous trucks. Waabi is positioning itself
as a leader in Al-driven freight, aiming to revolutionize long-haul trucking with scalable,
cost-effective autonomy.

Euro NCAP wants to see less intrusive ADAS systems and more physical buttons in
cars — Top Gear

Euro NCAP has announced that future safety ratings will emphasize less intrusive
advanced driver-assistance systems and a return to more physical buttons in cars. The
move reflects growing concerns that overly complex touchscreens and aggressive
driver alerts may actually undermine safety.

AVIA Releases First-Ever Robotaxi Report, Mapping America's Autonomous Mobility
Ecosystem — Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association

The Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (AVIA) has released its first-ever
comprehensive robotaxi report, mapping the state of America’s autonomous mobility
ecosystem. The report highlights where robotaxi services are operating, regulatory
trends, and the broader economic and social impacts of autonomous ride-hailing.

Tesla's Full Self-Driving Swerves To Avoid A Sideswipe In This Test — InsideEVs
Tesla’s Full Self-Driving (FSD) system recently demonstrated its ability to swerve and
avoid a sideswipe accident, showcasing how advanced driver-assistance can react
faster than human drivers in certain scenarios.

Ahead of St. Louis, Mo., Rollout, Waymo Will Do Manual Tests — Government
Technology

Waymo will start its St. Louis rollout with manual data collection to adapt systems
locally, highlighting its commitment to safety, compliance, and trust. The company also
announced expansions into Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh.

Kim, S., Calvert, S., & Hagenzieker, M. (2025).

Exploring ADAS driver training in driving academies: Perspectives from driving
instructors. Safety Science.

The study highlights the importance of structured, inclusive, and scalable ADAS driver
training programs, positioning driving instructors as key stakeholders in shaping safe
adoption of emerging vehicle technologies.

Hu, W., & Cicchino, J. (2025).

Impact of automatic emergency braking on the benefits of red-light safety cameras.
Journal of Safety Research, 79, 123—131.

The study examines how automatic emergency braking (AEB) reduces rear-end
crashes at intersections with red-light safety cameras, thereby strengthening the overall
safety benefits of such enforcement systems.
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Upcoming Events

How DOTs and Transit Authorities Are Driving Efficiency with Cloud-Based Solutions
Government Technology

Tuesday, December 9

3:00 p.m.

Presenters:

Jonathan Hatmaker — AWS

Steve Junkovic — Caltrans

Bob Benstead — Infor

Road to Zero Webinars: Frontiers of Technology: Safer People, Safer Roads
National Safety Council

Tuesday, December 9

12:00 p.m.

Presenters:

André Azevedo — WingDriver

Ken Fichtler — Gaize

Michael Griffith — Transoft Solutions
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